Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRAGUE 00105 120800Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 L-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 
NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 COME-OO FCSC-01 
TRSE-00 STR-04 /055 W 

120818Z 014440/13-11 

R 111515Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1831 

UNCLAS PRAGUE 0105 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CZ 

SUBJECT: RUDE PRAVO ON GOLD 

1 . RUDE PRAVO JANUARY 10 CARRIES FRONT-PAGE EDITORIAL 
UPBRAIDING U.S. FOR "AN ACT OF GROSS AND SHAMELESS 
POLITICAL BLACKMAIL" IN PREVENTING RETURN OF CZECHOSLOVAK 
GOLD, AND CRITICIZING THE U.S. TRADE ACT, WHICH IT DESCRIBES 
AS A "HEAVY BARRIER IN THE WAY OF IMPROVING THE INTER- 
NATIONAL SITUATION" AND A VIOLATION OF THE "LETTER AS WELL 
AS THE SPIRIT OF THE FINAL ACT OF CSCE". 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, SAME RUDE PRAVO EDITION CARRIES A 

CTK DISPATCH FROM WASHINGTON ON JANUARY 8 NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER WITH MORE THAN NORMAL OBJECTIVITY, 
NOTING PREISDENT-ELECT'S HOPE OF MAKING PROGRESS ON 
LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC ARMS AND OF IMPROVING U.S. 

ECONOMIC SITUATION. 

3. COMMENT: GOC APPEARS STILL TO BE TAKING CAUTIOUS 
ATTITUDE TOWARD INCOMING ADMINISTRATION, WHILE CLEARLY 
POINTING TO RESOLUTION OF THE LONGSTANDING CLAIMS/GOLD 
PROBLEM AS THE PIVOTAL QUESTION IN US-GOC RELATIONS 
AND INDICATING THAT CONTINUING U.S. "TRADE 
DISCRIMINATION" WILL BE AN ITEM CZECHOSLOVAKIA WILL 
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HIT US ON AT BELGRADE. 
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